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10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. 
They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no 
graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of 
Egypt? 12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be 
afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you 
see today you will never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.”  . . .  
  

God Powerfully Saves.  Can I Hear an “Amen?”  
 
There is a funny video out on Youtube of Jeff Gordon, who if you didn’t know happens to be a professional 
Nascar driver.  He is dressed in a costume and goes to a car dealership looking for a hot rod type of car to buy. 
So the salesman goes out with him for a test drive.  That’s when the fun begins.  A hidden camera shows the 
salesman absolutely freaking out as Jeff Gordon goes through hairpin turns of every sort.  It’s a hilarious gag to 
watch, but I’m sure the salesman was not thrilled about it at all.  
 
It almost might seem like God does the same thing with the Israelites.  He leads them out to the desert on the 
edge of the Red Sea with no place to go.  He knows that the Egyptians are going to come after them, and He 
says nothing to the Israelites about His plan.   God didn’t do this in order to get a good laugh out of their terror. 
He did it show them and the world His power and His ability to save.  
 
There was a moment of absolute panic when the Israelites were freaking out.  All that they were thinking and 
fearing came blurting out of their mouths.  

“Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What 
have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?  Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; 
let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in 
the desert!”  

Notice how they let their guard down and immediately jump to the worst conclusion possible.  They accuse 
Moses and God of maliciously taking them out into the desert just to put them to death.  Notice also what they 
said at the beginning of the whole thing.  “We didn’t want to be free.  We liked being slaves.”  
 
Isn’t that also a reflection of the sinful nature?  When people are somewhat comfortable in their sinfulness, they 
don’t want to be disturbed.  A routine, painful as it may be, is better than the unknown for some.  But when God 
throws a wrench in their plans, they can get pretty nasty and ugly.  The same ugliness comes from our own 
sinful natures as well.   We can be real happy with God as long as we have good health and all is going well. 
But we sure can get angry fast and start hurling accusations at God when He attempts to tear away the sinful 
things we enjoy.  “Who are you to judge?  As long as I’m happy, it’s none of your business.  Leave me alone!”  
 
We do this because sinning is fun to our sinful nature.  Until a drug addict really starts feeling some true misery, 
they won’t want to be free.  They’ll enjoy the drugs as long as the drugs make them feel better in one way or 
another.  When you enjoy spending all of your money on your entertainment and  yourself, you don’t like it too 
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much when the church starts talking about “firstfruits.”  Then the accusations come out.  “All the church wants 
is my money.”  
 
Even though the Israelites left with Moses, their hearts were still in Egypt.  A part of them didn’t want to be free 
from their slavery, not as long as this new path was dangerous.  It didn’t matter to the Israelites at that time that 
God had promised them they were heading to a land flowing with milk and honey.  It didn’t matter that they had 
seen His power in the ten plagues.  All they cared about was that at that moment they were on the brink of 
disaster.   They wanted a slavish comfort rather than death in freedom.  
 
This is another point to make.  When you are adopted by God in baptism and put on the pathway to heaven, it 
doesn’t make life any easier.  If anything, it becomes more dangerous as the devil moves in to attack. 
Sometimes you are backed into a corner where you need to make a stand for what you believe in.  There is no 
other option.  
 
13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord 
will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for 
you; you need only to be still.” 
 
Isn’t this the most difficult command of all?  “Don’t be afraid.  Stand firm.   Be still.”  We always say, “I have 
to DO something.”  We get nervous about our neighborhood.  So what do we decide to do?  “I need to get a 
gun.”  We get nervous about our government.  “I’m going to move to Canada.”  Moses says to the Israelites, 
“Be still.  Just stand here and watch what the Lord will do to deliver you.”  It is the call and nature of faith.  We 
are put in an impossible situation in life.  We are born in sin.  All of our righteous acts are like filthy rags.  God 
demands perfection.  He threatens hell.  He says that He will come riding into our world on Judgment Day and 
throw people into the eternal blackness of torment.  There’s no improvement we can make that will make us 
perfect.  There’s not one of us that could bear the fires of hell.   But then Jesus comes.   The Holy Spirit says, 
“Stand here and watch.”  So we see Jesus go to the cross and die.  We see Him bear the fire.  We do nothing. 
He does it all.  He lives.  He dies, all for us.  We do nothing, He does everything.  He even sends His Holy 
Spirit into us to believe it.  We have no other choice in the matter.  He has to be the one to save us.  But when 
we sit and watch, what a beautiful sight it is for us!  
 
Faith is called on in the smaller things in life as well.  I can carry a gun, but I still need my God’s angels to 
protect me.  A gun is no guarantee of protection.  I could move to Canada, but their government might be 
worse.  I need to trust this God with my finances, my children, my marriage, and my health.  There is plenty 
that is beyond my control.  It is amazing to see God deliver in His own ways through these as well, and it’s 
embarrassing how many times we continue to panic throughout the process!  
 
15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 16 Raise 
your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through 
the sea on dry ground. 17 I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And 
I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 18 The 
Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his 
horsemen.” 
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This is somewhat comical almost.  It seems as if the Lord is upset with Moses.  “Why are you crying out to 
me?”   Moses could have said, “Can’t you see the army there?  Our backs are against the wall!  What do you 
want me to do?”  But the Lord was just saying this in a sense of, “There’s no need to panic!  It’s time to stop 
praying.  I’m here to act now.”  The Lord had told Moses the whole reason for leading the people to the Red 
Sea in the first place.  He was setting Pharaoh up for a disaster.  God would deliver them.  Not only that, but this 
whole thing was done with the purpose of showing the Egyptians and the Israelites God’s power.  
 
It’s such a simple solution.  “Take your staff and stretch it over the waters.”  This was the same staff that Moses 
had used to turn the water to blood and bring on several other plagues.  God chose to use it again.  Just stretch it 
over the waters, and I’ll do all the work from there.  Moses had seen what God had done through the staff, and 
now He would work again.  
 
It seems like such a simple thing also when God says to us, “Take some water and baptize in my Name.”  Such 
a simple ceremony.  Yet hidden within that simple action, God promises to do powerful things.  He promises to 
wash away sin.  He promises to adopt children into His family.  He promises to send His Holy Spirit.  It seems 
like nothing more than a meaningless meal to come up and eat some bread and drink some wine.  Yet God 
promises that here we will receive the body and blood of the Lord for the forgiveness of sins.  He promises that 
when two or three come together in His name, He will be there with them.  He promises that His Word will not 
return to Him void.  These are such seemingly simple and powerless things.  “Not so,” says the Holy Spirit. 
“This is how I deliver!”  Trust in these Means of Grace!  God works through them!  
 
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with 
a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went 
through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. The Egyptians 
pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. . . .  
 
You know the rest of the story.  Moses stretched his hand back over the sea, and then the waters came crashing 
back down.  Complete destruction.  The entire Egyptian army, powerful as it was, was completely drowned out. 
Their armor became their own worst enemy in the water.   It was complete destruction, yet it was also complete 
salvation.  The Israelites were officially free from Egypt, and they didn’t have to do any fighting at all.  The 
message was clear to the Egyptians, the Israelites, and the world.  God is almighty.  He is the God of the 
Israelites.  He has power over all of His creation.  He comes to save His people, so don’t mess with them. 
Moses was also clearly God’s servant, so the Israelites should be willing to follow him the rest of the way.  This  
 
Think of how powerful it would be to see God’s command of creation.  The disciples were in awe when Jesus 
walked on water in the midst of a storm and also when He stilled the storm.  Here God worked with water and 
wind as well, where He used the wind to form the water and make a bridge in the middle of a lake.  He was able 
to use a cloud to create darkness and light, separating His people from the Egyptians.  What an amazing thing!  
 
It shouldn’t surprise us to see God using this same nature to grab His people’s attention when He personally 
came to save with a different piece of wood, called the cross.  Light turned to darkness.   The temple curtain 
was torn in two.  Death came rushing in, only to be swallowed up in the grave of Jesus Christ.  He came 
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bursting forth from the tomb.  Sin and death were conquered, drowned in Jesus’ blood.  We stand on the other 
side of history, having witnessed a most powerful miracle.  The most unnatural things happened. God took on 
flesh.  God died!  God rose!  Hell was put on Jesus, but heaven came forth as a result.   Holiness was looked at 
as sin, so that sinners could be looked at as holy.   It is not natural what God did with Himself and with us.  God 
was willing to defy nature in order to save the Israelites.  God defied nature in order to save the world.  
 
when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the 
LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.  
 
All of these people who were claiming that God and Moses brought them out to kill them?  Their attitudes 
changed.  The NIV says the people “put their trust” in him and Moses.  It literally says that they “amened” the 
Lord.  When they personally saw how true and powerful and faithful God was and it produced an “Amen.”  It’s 
a statement that is like saying, “It’s all true!”  Now all of the doubters could have no doubt that God was 
working through Moses.  They could clearly see that God would save them.  God’s powerful works of salvation 
worked FAITH in their hearts.  It’s the same response as Peter had when Jesus stilled the storm.  “Truly you 
are the Son of God.”  That’s how we respond at the empty grave of Jesus.  “He said He would die for the sins 
of the world and rise from the dead three days later.  He predicted it, and He DID it!  Amen!  It’s true!  I 
believe!”  That’s what we will say when we die and God takes us to heaven.  “Amen!  It’s true!”  
 
The salesman who let Jeff Gordon drive the hot rod may have seen him drive on TV.  He may have known he 
was a good driver.  But it wasn’t until he got into the car that he experienced the power and skill of what he 
could actually do.  
 
That’s the way God works an “amen” type of faith in us.  He allowed Pharaoh’s army to come marching up to 
them, but then at the last minute put a little barrier between the two of them, giving them a miraculous avenue 
of escape through an impassible sea.  It scared them to death, but when all was said and done they personally 
knew how powerful God was.  This is what Jesus has come to do with us when it comes to death as well.  He 
has paved a road through it by dying for our sin and rising from the dead.  He promises us salvation through 
faith in Him.  He promises to work all things out for our spiritual good.  The next time He allows something to 
come your way, don’t panic.  Don’t accuse Him of hating you or wanting you to fail.  Trust in the Lord and His 
salvation.  He is the powerful God of deliverance and salvation.  I know this isn’t a baptist congregation, but 
can I hear an “Amen?”  Amen.  
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